Poetry Terms

1. Poetry – (3 qualities) a type of spoken or written expression to convey an emotion with words in a metrical form; meaning is important through sound, language, and structure.
2. Prose – non-metrical (lacking rhythm) language that will follow rules in construction such as following sentence and paragraph form.
3. Stanza – (in prose, a paragraph) a group of lines of verse arranged to a definite scheme (pattern) and regulates the poem’s meter.
4. Subject (Topic) of a Poem – topic of the poem, often the title.
5. Refrain – a line or group of lines (stanza) that is repeated at regular intervals.
6. Verse – a single line of poetry; a group would be a stanza; in prose we call them sentences.
7. Line – a group of words across the page but not necessarily a complete thought or sentence.
A. End stopped – lines in poetry that end with punctuation forcing the reader to stop.

B. Run-on – lines in poetry that do not have punctuation forcing the reader not to stop for breath.

8. Repetition – repeated use of sounds, words, phrases or lines to provide emphasis.
9. Troubadour – a singer of love poems; originated in Medieval France.
10. Alliteration – sound effect by repeating the initial sounds of words.
A. Assonance – vowels are repeated
B. Consonance – consonants are repeated
11. Rhythm – Repeated patterns, stresses which occur at regular intervals.  Count the syllables of the words within a line in order to determine the rhythm.
A. Meter – The recurrence of a pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables.

1. Iambic – ( ˘, ‘) pop, bang
2. Trochaic – bang, pop

12. Free Verse – Poetry which lacks regular metrical and rhyme patterns but that tries to capture the cadences of every day speech. Free verse poetry does not follow patterns of rhythm, and rhyme.  

13. Paraphrase – to place into one’s own vocabulary and understanding the meaning of a poem.
A. Denotation – the dictionary definition of a word.
B. Connotation – the suggested meaning of a word based on context clues.
14. Poetic License – An author’s right to break the rules of proper writing in order to achieve an effect or get a point across
15. Theme of a Poem – The main point in a poem, what the author has to say about his subject.
A. Stated – When the author outwardly professes his thoughts or opinions.
B. Implied – When the reader has to infer what the author might be thinking …look for clues.
16. Tone of a Poem – The author’s feelings on his subject… the emotional level of the poem.
17. Rhyme (rime) – words sound identical or very similar and appear in parallel positions in two or more lines.
A. End Rhyme – when the rhyme pattern occurs at the end of lines.
B. Internal Rhyme – when the rhyme pattern occurs in the middle of lines.
C. Perfect Rhyme – when the sounds in rhymes are exact sounding.
D. Eye Rhyme – when the spelling of the words would appear to sound the same but don’t.   
        Example:  bow, bough, cough

E. Slant Rhyme – consonant sounds are the same but the vowels are different.
        Example:  moved and loved

18. Rhyme Scheme – The sequence in which the rhyme occurs. The first end sound is represented as the letter “a,” and the second “b,” etc.
19. Figurative Language – A technique in writing in which the author temporarily interrupts the order, construction, or meaning of the writing for a particular effect. The use of figures of speech for exaggeration or embellishment.
A. Simile – a comparison using “like” or “as.”
B. Metaphor – an implied comparison to state that something is something else.

C. Onomatopoeia – The use of words whose sounds express or suggest their meaning.
D.  Hyperbole – extreme exaggeration or overstatement.
E. Personification – A figure of speech that gives human qualities to abstract ideas, animals, and other living objects.

20. Narrative Poem – A poem which tells a story using characters and a plot. It is told by a narrator.
21. Lyric Poem – A poem which has song-like qualities…flows together with a melody.

A. Euphony – soft sounding words “billowy, blowing breeze”

B. Cacophony – harsh sounding words “crash, war, stinks.”
22. Explication – a process of identifying the various poetic devices used within a particular poem. To be able to explain a poem’s meaning by identifying all of its poetic qualities.
23. Irony – The use of words to convey a meaning that is opposite of its literal meaning.
24. Symbol – Something that is used to represent or suggest something else.
25. Ballad – a narrative poem of folk origin written in short stanzas that is meant to be sung or has songlike qualities.

26. Pun – A play on words to use words that have similar sounds but different meanings.
27.  Apostrophe – to address an inanimate object or abstract concept, a personified object is addressed.
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